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At thAt time 

the hAnukkAh 
cAme to be in 

YerushAlAYim, 
And it wAs 

winter. 
 

     John 10:22 TS.  
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    Hanukkah, or the Festival of Lights, commemorates the liberation and re-
dedication of the Temple in 165 BCE from the control of Antiochus IV. Al-
though a significant achievement, there is no Biblical command requiring us 
to observe this festival. (Ezra 6:17 is a reference to the dedication of the Tem-
ple after the Babylonian captivity). The tradition for this eight-day festival 
was handed down through the generations as part of Jewish heritage and cul-
ture. There is no evidence that this holiday initially had any pagan influence, 
al-though today’s modern celebration is increasingly being syncretized with 
the “Christmas” season. 

     Yes, Yahshua walked into the 
temple area (Portico) during Ha-
nukkah and spoke to the Jews 
(John 10:22-23, KJV). The con-
text of this event does not indi-
cate any new command was giv-
en to observe the festival. The 
reference to “The Feast of the 
Dedication” in this Scripture 
simply notes that Yahshua Mes-
siah went to the temple during 
this annual Jewish celebration, 
which had become a tradition 

after 165 BCE. One could also conclude that there was no condemnation cel-
ebrating the tradition of this festival. The main message from Yahshua in 
John chapter 10, is that other sheep will be added to the flock (meaning Gen-
tiles). This proclamation is actually contrary to the original purpose of the 
festival of Hanukkah, which celebrates the physical and spiritual separation 
of the Jews from their gentile enemies. Naturally, the Jews (Pharisees and 
Sadducees) didn't like this message. 
     Yahweh is clear, however, and we are commanded to observe the 7 annual 
festivals (starting with the weekly Sabbath) referenced in Leviticus 23 and 
Deuteronomy 16. These Holy convocations (Feasts of Yahweh) include the 
Days of Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, Feast of Trumpets, Atonement and the 
Feast of Tabernacles, and the Eighth Day (Last Great Day). Hanukkah is no-
where mentioned in the Bible as a commanded assembly. 
    The most important consideration for “followers of The Way,” is that our 
center of attention should be focused on our faith and salvation in the Name 
of Yahshua. We can only be saved by grace through faith in Yahshua (Eph. 
2:6-8; Rom. 3:24). Observing Hanukkah has zero salvation value. One would 
need to ask, “What benefit does this eight-day festival provide? Why not em-
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phasize our spiritual investment in Yahweh’s Sabbath and annual feast days? Notice the commanded feast 
days are called “My feasts” (i.e., Yahweh’s feasts) in Leviticus 23:2. 
    So, is it okay to observe (remember) Hanukkah? 

· As a Holy Day or commanded assembly? No. 
· As an ethnic-based Jewish tradition/memorial to commemorate the    
      rededication of the Temple? Yes. 
· As a substitute for a pagan holiday such as Christmas or Saturnalia? No. 
· Is Hanukkah a commanded assembly or a high Sabbath? No. 
· Are there specific Feasts of Yahweh (commanded assemblies) that we are to observe? Yes. 

       
 
 
 

Mine will be the bleeding mouth from which the gag is snatched. I will say everything, Carl Sandburg 
    How few there are, occupying the sacred desk nowadays, who will plentifully declare the thing as it is – 
keeping back nothing that is profitable; nothing, concerning such of those things that should perfect those 
things lacking in a people’s faith; shunning not to plentifully declare all the counsel of Eloha – even at the 
expense of the bleeding mouth. 
    Indeed, shall not tribulation, distress, necessity, persecution, peril, sword, neither things present, nor things 
to come, dissuade or prevent these few from opening their mouths boldly … as a door of utterance – whether 
bleeding, or not – and speaking boldly as they ought to speak, so convicted are they, that they cannot forbear, 
because His Word is as a fire shut up in their bones and woe to them, if they speak not those things which 
have been committed to their trust. No, they will fear not that man can do, to kill the body and after that, have 
nothing more that he can do. 
    And one might wonder, their strength of courage in the face of trials by cruel mockings and tongue scourg-
ings, and worse even. ’Tis because they esteem the reproach come to them for His Word’s sake, greater rich-
es; ’tis because they have a respect to the recompense of the undefiled and incorruptible reward that awaits 
them both now, during the life that is and in that which shall be!                                                               
                                           

My life is a perfect graveyard for buried hopes, Anne Shirley 
 

    We understand Shirley’s assessment of her life, no different from every other’s in this fallen world, the per-
fect graveyard for buried hopes. For that’s the estate of all who are without strength: the ungodly, and sinners 
… aliens and strangers without hope, separated from the commonwealth and covenants of promise that are 
reserved for saints and fellow citizens of the household of Yahweh.  
    For in this present life, there is plenty of discouragement and despair to go around, spoiling souls from the 
hope of the life that now is, and the promise of that which is to come … yes, RESURRECTION from what is 
corruptible and defiled, to incorruption and immortality.  
    Nevertheless, one need not be the most miserable of all men. The life that now is, need not be a perfect 
graveyard for buried hopes. Contrite repentance and confession of sin can appropriate hope … hope, come of 
One Who has prepared some better place of enduring substance for them whom He has forgiven and recon-
ciled; hope, that’s not subject to the dEvil who, as a thief, through subtlety and cunning, steals, then buries in 
the perfect graveyard of discouragement and despair.  

 
They Called Me Phenomenal, a Quirk of Nature, Mavis Jordan 

    Imagine, going through high school, and on the last day of your senior year, passing your yearbook to your 
classmates to message and sign, and having one of your peers … instead of scrawling, “most likely to suc-
ceed,” calling you “phenomenal, a quirk of nature.” 
    But never mind, teeny-bopper foolery. Now, in her early 30’s and employed as a downtown hotel elevator 
operator, Mavis’ “phenomenal quirk of nature” would prove an invaluable asset as a witness in exonerating 
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SHORT STORIES, By Elder John W. Reece ...,cont. 
one accused of murder by identifying the murderer … not through facial recognition, but by the shoes he 
was wearing as she admitted him onto her conveyance. 
    And we have thought: Everyone who is called, chosen, and ordained as a disciple of Yahshua the Messiah, 
is also phenomenal, a quirk of nature … indeed, and should present to all that is the rest of the world, more-
over, as a wonder unto many so that others, too, might have cause to exclaim, “It was never so seen 
…” (Matt. 9:33); “We never saw it on this fashion” (Mark 2:12); “We have seen strange things to day” (Luke 
5:26); “Never man spoke like this man” (John 7:46). 
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Prayer List 
     David & Barbara Creel, Robert Dorchester, Stella 
Rogers, Sean Rogers and Family, Loretta Reyes and 
Family, Michael Hutchinson, Chauncey Hargrove, Da-
vid & Nancy Wilson Family/Friends, Jerry Castle, Mary 
Giles Family, Kenneth Faulkner, Quinnten Allen, Kat Durban, Isaiah Davis, Dulcena Tessner, Marylyn Patter-
son Family, David Andrews, Kenya Washington, Elder Lionel Gets Family, Joseph Miller, Adam Galvan Fami-
ly, Neville & Maryke Stanton, Antionette Swart, Bertha Tidwell, Annette Heyward, Tammy Boucher, Magdale-
na M. Torres, Angela Bradley, Luann Campbell Family, Dwayne Mariam, Randell Serfess, Sonja Morgan, Di-
anne E. Wright Family, Victor Kiiru Family, Maria Nelson Family, Hilda Driedger, David Nathaniel Malm, Su-
sana Malm, Mike and Sheila Kemper, Susan Freeman, Paul Ingram, Ruth Bamba, Charlie Pelton, Eric Perkins 
Family, Marcy Mallinson, Monica Kleb, James Penn Family, Elder Jerry Healan Family, Sheila Sendeyo, Ny-
Huff/Thompson family, Ronald Tidwell, Eugene and Rockie Family, Robert Creech, Emma Moss, Diane 
Crocker, Lucas Bentley, Nyakim Gatkuoth, Dustin Mariam, Jacqueline Maribicuro, Ryan Irving, Melissa Tay-
lor, Zion Gotay (11-year old with heart problems), Henry Sunderman, Eileen Pelton, Annie Pelton, Elder Victor 
Kiira, Sheree Irving, Brown and Diane Morgan, David Townsend, Thomas Hunt, Valerie Freeman, Robbie Le-
nard, Cecil Wideman, Steven Wonderly Family, Elijah Uchenna Family, Pat Beasley, Elder Cornelius Kigen, 
Elder Thomas Musekenya, IsaYah Perkins, Ugur Yuksel, Linda Root Family, Karl Russell, Denice Mariam, 
Caleb, Virgenmina Roche Figueroa, Maria Nelson, David Salley, and all of the Assemblies of Yahweh in 
Yahshua. 
 

     Also include in your prayers individuals seeking Yahweh from within prison facilities and for their families, plus overseas breth-
ren and especially for the peace of Jerusalem (Psa. 122:6). The world’s leaders could also use our prayers (Jer. 29:7; 1 Tim. 2:2).  
 

And give Him no rest, till He establish, till He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth, Isaiah 62:7. 

 
   Join Elder David Brett and Brother Lucas Bentley as they, coordinating 
with Elder Eddie Tadea, travel to three regions of the Philippines to visit 
various brethren from different assemblies.  
    This 2 DVD set will go out in the regular DVD mailing this month, but 
is also available on our Facebook and YouTube channels for download 
and streaming and purposes.  

 

 


